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Recap of first quarter 2016 
February 
The Heart of the Continent Steering Committee and representa-
tives from the public lands organizations throughout The Heart met 
in Duluth MN for two half day sessions to re-engage with our ongo-
ing commitment to benefit our border region and to enable vibrant 
communities to flourish along side of healthy public lands.  
A revitalized commitment to communication, partnership, commu-
nity, joint cross border projects, and sustainability that now in-
cludes State and Crown lands will help move the Heart of the Conti-
nent Partnership forward. 

“Heart of the Continent Partnership is actually doing what more of us need to do: 
engaging community leaders, conservation groups and agencies to all come to the 
table, find our common dreams, and work together for the benefit of both people 
and wild nature.” 
Vance G. Martin, President, The WILD Foundation, 2014 

Heart of the Continent Partnership 
www.heartofthecontinent.org 
hocp@heartofthecontinent.org 

The next day our newly revised science partnership team had great suc-
cess with a science symposium that attracted a host of guests and speak-
ers from across The Heart of the Continent. All this activity took place in 
International Falls, the gateway to Voyageurs National Park.  The Na-
tional Park system is in the midst of celebrating its 100 year Anniversary 
and we plan to return to Voyageurs N.P. to help celebrate on June 10-11.  
Please come join us and the staff at VNP. 

Earth Day has come and gone but some recent research has shown that 

caring, compassion, and mindfulness practice in our workplace, schools 

and neighborhoods pay twice-fold to a more sustainable way of life, and 

to greater well-being. I hope you join us in this mission; there is so much 

to love about living and working here in the Heart of the Continent.  

Frank Jewell  

Chair—Heart of the Continent Partnership 

Winter has wound down and the landscape is looking 
green. The Heart of the Continent Partnership stepped 
into spring with our sails full of wind.   
This year following the Rainy Lake of the Woods  Wa-
tershed Forum we hosted a Recreational Tourism Sum-
mit, round table talks on sustainable tourism and dem-
onstrations of the geo-tourism initiative and website.   

Recreation and Tourism Summit 
 
If you are in the Neebing/Thunder 
Bay region of The Heart of the Conti-
nent we are heading your way this 
Fall! We will be hosting another 
workshop for businesses, outfitters, 
field expert-nominators to identify 
and map the region’s special values 

places and stories. There are over 500 nominations featured on our 
National Geographic geotourism site www.traveltheheart.org that visi-
tors world wide are using for vacation planning. If you are interested in 
promoting our unique places and area to the world, don’t be left out. It’s 
time to re-engage with the people and businesses to ensure we capture 
the special values, places and stories of our region. Get an insider's view 
on how to submit a nomination, navigate the website, and learn how 

geotourism benefits our communities.  
We are excited to share the new features National Geographic has re-
cently launched for our program. Our 2016 Spring marketing campaign 
has already shown benefits for sites already nominated and active on our 
www.traveltheheart.org geotourism website 

Detailed information for the Recreation Tourism 
Summit will be posted soon on 
www.heartofthecontinent.org   
Add our thumbnail link picture to your web-site. 
Be part of the branding of the  
Heart of the Continent 
National Geographic geotourism area. 
Contact  e-address below if you would like this 
sent to you. 

March 
Outdoor Recreation and Tourism Summit—International Falls 
HOCP hosted a summit to share ideas and expand recreation and tourism 
partnerships at Voyageurs National Park Headquarters in March prior to 
the Science Symposium. There were representatives from the tourism 
industry and public lands that gave talks on their organizations accom-
plishments and how they provide assistance for businesses and visitors to 
maximize benefits from partnerships and geotourism. Demonstration on 
how to submit a nomination, navigate the National Geographic web-site 
were exhibited and the audience shown how geotourism benefits our 
businesses and communities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heart of the Continent Science Symposium 
Over 70 attendees primarily from the science community took in, or took 
part in what became one of our great  recent successes  at Rainy River 
Community College,  International Falls MN. Poster presentations were  
displayed in the evening of Thursday March 10 at the Americinn banquet 
room and made for an evening of good talks and networking.  Friday 
morning  started with plenary speaker Erik Beever, USGS Rocky Mountain 
Research Station—”Understanding How Ecological Disturbances Influence 
Biological Diversity in Protected Areas: The rules aren’t what they used to 
be”  Twenty six presentations made  the Thursday evening and Friday  
event  moved at a fast but fun informative pace. Proceedings can be found 
on www.heartofthecontinent.org Many thanks to the members of the 
symposium committee that made this successful event happen. 

Save the Date 
Heart of the Continent Meeting 
June 10-11 
Voyageurs National Park 
International Falls MN 


